Many of the more than 400 records projects funded
have imahled police agencies to tie in with the Law En-
forceinwit Telecommunications System (LETS) and the
National Crime Information Center (NCIC). This ready
access to crime information related to wanted persons and
property has increased the number of felony charges made
by police personnel in the course of routine, apprehensions
for Irallic, violations.

Sinn* trattic ami crime records are so closely inter-
related, bollt the. Law Enforcement Assistance Adminis-
tration. (LKAA) and NIITSA have joined forces fre-
quently in fund records projects that upgrade both aspects
of ibis data bank, (Jurrenlly, West Virginia and Iowa are
developing statewide integrated traffic records and crimi-
nal justice information systems with the assistance of
LKAA and NIITSA.

Police Training

(>ne cif (lie great weaknesses of police services is the lack
of trained personnel.

Many police departments which in the past could not
provide (mining opportunities now find it jwssihle under
NIITSA programs,

Trimiing under these programs is oriented toward in-
vestigations of Irallic accidents. Hut the same principles
apply in those situations as in situations involving viola-
lions of erimiiiid law.

A review of course curricula for recruits or in-service
(mining shows that approximately DO percent of the sub-
jects listed are applicable let trallie or crime response.

Approval of training projects has a high priority within
NIITSA. In the past !( years more [ban fill percent of all
funding; available In police agencies, approximately $24
million, has been .spent for training.

Slain and community training programs have provided
these rouiM-s for IH.IVIO nllicers. This training involved
recruit and in-service, as well as supervisory and admin-
istrative courses.

CIiiui'Ntt length. Course length ranges from 20 to 600 hours.
The, Inni'/r training courses are usually provided for Slate
police, but the need for qualified officers is as great in
metropolitan aieas and (be larger municipalities.

MiniH'sola 1ms developed a program that is an out-
standing example itf what can he done to provide train-
ing for all police departments in communities of more
ihau 5,110!). This proKnun started in l!)6fl and will attain
im objective of presenting MO hours of training to each
nllicci' by l!)7:i.

Since most police department* cannot spare manpower
lor extended periods to attend training programs, this
tr.iininx is conducted in '10-hour blocks annually. This
approach will enable Minnesota to meet training require-
ments identified in the Police Trallic, Services Standard.

Training other than that provided by the departments
has also been ulilixe-d. Training programs conducted by
universities have been attended by U61 officers.

This training is primarily directed toward operational
and fii'-st-line supervisory personnel. However, police de-
partments are developing an awareness of the need to
prepare staff ami administrative personnel and have been
sending command officers, at an accelerated rale, to train-
ing programs of 4 to 9 months in duration.

Training academics. NHTSA has funded construction
of six training academies.

California) which has the largest project funded, will
provide training to all departments within the State. A
building for this purpose makes it possible to operate on
a year-round basis, making training available to more
officers than was previously possible.

South Carolina's academy is a jointly funded project
with LKAA. Specific, training programs are conducted
with emphasis either toward crime or traffic. Again, this
new academy will enable South Carolina to train officers
who in the past did not have an opportunity to attend.

Police Training Equipment

More than I7f) training equipment projects have, been
funded by NIITSA. Included are video cameras, projec-
tors, Him, and other training aids.

Video cameras especially have, application for traffic
and crime work. They provide filmed evidence of drivers
under the. influence of alcohol as wall as a record of a
total crime or irafiic accident scene. Voice recorders op-
erated in conjunction with thu camera may be, used for
recording questioning of suspects and witnesses,

Films of accidents or crime .scenes are frequently used
in training programs. This assists students in learning
proper techniques of investigation and in critici/ing the
work portrayed in the film,

Police Communications

NHTSA has funded communication projects for 355
State and community police departments. Justification
for this funding was that it would provide faster response
time to traffic accidents, Improved communication also
reduces response time to any police assistance, request.

Additionally, 796 walkie-talkies have, been purchased
with NIITSA funds. These units make it possible for
police officers away from their vehicles to he contacted
by base stations and to respond.

Foot patrols are reachable with proper communica-
tions, making them more effective, in crime suppression,
as well as available for point and intersection traffic con-
trol as needed,

Police Helicopters

Interest shown by the States and some local political sub-
divisions in operating helicopters for traffic supervision is
enormous.

Original applications for grants had justifications that
indicated they would be used specifically for traffic, while
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